 Capenhurst and Ledsham Parish Council
 Minutes of Parish Council 
	Date
	Tuesday 12th November 2024

	Time
	7pm

	Attended
	Cllr. Ann Clowes, Cllr. Tania Foster, Cllr, Cllr. Colette Francis, Cllr. Christine Pemberton, Cllr. Tracey Royle, Cllr. Jamie Davies, Cllr Gareth Baker, 
Neil Fagan (Urenco),Laura Johnson (Urenco) Sarah Wood, Jo Farwell, Mike Farwell, Phil Wood, Donna Shone, Charlie Shone, Carol Daniels, Robert Daniels, Tom Rutherford, Stuart Cumiskey, Neil Hardwick, Peter Cawley, Hassan Ali, 

	Location & Details
	Capenhurst Court, Urenco
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	Procedural Matters
- Apologies –  Cllr Simon Eardley Cllr. Mark Brassington, Cllr J. Tomlinson, Wendy Leason (PCSO), 
- Communication – all relevant communications sent onto councillors
- Declaration of Interest – None received or declared
- Adoption of the Minutes from the last meeting – Minutes agreed by all present.
- Resignations & vacancies – none received
- Dates of Future Meetings & Locations - 
Tuesday 7th January 2025, Capenhurst Court, Urenco
Tuesday 4th March 2025, Capenhurst Court, Urenco
Tuesday 6th May 2025, AGM, Capenhurst Village Hall
Tuesday 8th July 2025, Capenhurst Court, Urenco
Tuesday 2nd September 2025, Capenhurst Village Hall
-  Notice of any urgent AOB – The batteries on the speed cameras had failed and needed to be changed at a cost of approximately £100 for the two batteries. It was agreed by all that they could be purchased and the cost covered by the Council.
	CB
 

	2
	Visiting Officers: Simon Eardley, report sent prior to the meeting.
Firstly, many congratulations to everyone associated with ‘Britain in Bloom’ this year. I was so pleased to learn of your ‘Gold’ success which was recently announced. Really tremendous!
· Member budget, 2024/25. This remains open and so far I haven’t allocated any resource to a project in the Capenhurst and Ledsham Parish. I would welcome any thoughts you might have on this but they would need to be received ASAP as this will close for the current year at the end of January 2025. Please advise.
· Miscellaneous reports:
· 28/09/24 – dead sheep, Chapel House Lane, Ledsham – alerted by a resident. Reporting ref. TR650460217.
· 10/11/24 – potholes outside Pool House, Ledsham village. Reporting ref. CE661282197.
· 10/11/24 – potholes, Ledsham Village (entrance to The Stables / Puddle Cottage). Reporting ref. CE661282617.
· 10/11/24 – flytipping – Capenhurst Lane (right-hand side on the approach to the village). Reported to CWaC but probably Urenco land / responsibility to clear. Ref. CE661283333. Urenco (via Neil) confirmed on 11/11/24 that this would be attended to ASAP.
· 10/11/24 – flytipping – Dunkirk Lane – approaching the village on the right-hand side (Network Rail compound site). Reporting ref. CE661284319. I also sent this direct to CWaC Regulatory Services as when I attended, I saw extensive evidence of names / addresses. Regulatory Services informed me on 11/11/24 that they would attend the site to investigate ASAP.
· Temporary road closure – Dunkirk Lane. In force from 13th November 2024 for a maximum of 5 days. To deal with two large potholes (I imagine – this seems to be so as per the closure notice that CWaC have sent).
· National Highways: tour of the A550 Hooton - Shotwick Safety Improvement scheme (Friday 13th December 2024, 12.30-13.30):

· National Highways are planning on undertaking a tour of the newly completed Safety Improvements scheme on the A550, this will give all stakeholders an insight in the works undertaken and the safety improvements delivered along the route. These improvements consist of the following elements:

· Public right of way access improvements.

· New footway installations.

· New VRS (vehicle restraint barrier) installation.

· Removal of existing lighting columns and installation of new passive safe lighting columns incorporating LED luminaires.

· Installation of 2 new lighting feeder pillars.

· Removal of existing fixed speed enforcement cameras and installation of 12 new speed enforcement sites.

· Installation of 9 new cabinets for enforcement camera technology.

· Removal of existing redundant VAS (vehicle activated signs) and installation of new VAS’s.

· Removal of non-illuminated and illuminated traffic signs and Installation of new non-illuminated and illuminated traffic signs.

· Cabling and associated ducting/chamber infrastructure.

· Maintenance of existing access footways.

· Works on trees 39 no. for highway safety purposes.

· Works on trees 49 no. trees due to Ash Die Back.

· Wild meadow landscape planting to offset vegetation clearance loss.

· I have passed on the email ref. all the above to the Clerk / Chair. It contains details around how to register to attend.

· Capenhurst Lane and associated areas – drainage matters:
· CWaC update of 25/10/24 on the ‘main’ issues here, as follows (their comments are in red in response to points raised by Mike Farwell; I added some comment which is shown in purple to one point in the copy below): 
 
1. Ditch Maintenance ‘The Crown Estate’ – there are numerous landowners in this location who have riparian owner responsibilities under The Land Drainage Act 1991 with regards to maintenance of the ditch. One of those riparian owners is ‘The Crown Estate’. Once we established this via a land registry search, we contacted ‘The Crown Estate’ to inform them of the flooding issues and their responsibilities as landowners.  We received a response from their land agent, so far refusing to take action.  As a result, the LLFA have drafted a response, explaining in detail the legal ramifications of refusing to carry out the work required.  We have submitted this draft response to our Legal team for assessment, along with the initial response from ‘The Crown Estate’ so that Legal can understand the basis of their refusal.  We await our Legal team’s decision on this. This is still with our legal team and the LLFA are awaiting a response and clarification on action that can be taken.
2. Ditch Maintenance ‘Other Riparian Owners’ – as explained above, ‘The Crown Estate’ are not the only landowner with responsibilities for ditch maintenance in this location.  We are currently gathering information on who these landowners are and will shortly be engaging with them.  This will be on an informal basis to begin with, to hopefully encourage landowners to work together, perhaps sharing resources and agreeing actions between themselves to carry out the work required.  We find that in similar situations where we are dealing with multiple landowners, an informal approach to begin with often has more success in promoting engagement and leading to a positive outcome for all.  We will come back to you with more information on this shortly.  The LLFA have carried out an extensive exercise to determine all relevant landowners that have responsibilities to clear ditches.  The LLFA have started to engage with these landowners to start communications between parties and to make them aware of their responsibilities under The Land Drainage Act 1991 to allow the free flow of water. Stephen has also met Cllr Eardley and most of the landowners with National Highways on site to discuss the process, which concluded with the downstream culvert under the A5117/A494 needing to be addressed by National Highways before clearing sections upstream.  This is to help avoid causing additional unnecessary flooding in other areas due to the current restriction in the A5117/A494 culvert.  I believe either yourself or Cllr Eardley had passed this over to National Highways – do you have an update on this?  As soon as we receive confirmation that this culvert has been cleared, the LLFA can start to move forward with working with upstream landowners. No update as yet from National Highways. We have lost our main contact there, Andy Raynor, but I have dropped a note to other contacts this evening asking for an update which I will relay to the group here ASAP. Mike also references the Powey Lane culvert / fencing issues in his email to you. I logged two issues here as follows: (1) 20/08/24 – damaged culvert railings (CE640187834) and (2) 30/08/24 – blocked culvert under the road (CE64207863). I have escalated both these cases this evening as no updates have been forthcoming but it may be that issue number (2) is pending the NH update. I have stressed in respect of NH the urgency of moving this forward.
3. Powey Lane Culvert – Lewis has confirmed that the culvert under Powey Lane consists of 2 no. 600mm diameter pipes.  The upper most pipe he states is running well, the lower pipe however is currently buried due to lack of maintenance around the head of the culvert.  This issue will be addressed during the landowner liaison I mentioned above, which will then allow us the required access to carry out any CCTV and jetting works. This comment still stands – as soon as the culvert under the A5117/A494 is cleared we can move forward with this.
4. A5117/A494 Culvert – The culverted section under the A5117/A494 is the responsibility of National Highways. We will gladly forward the request for cleansing/inspection to our contact in National Highways on the residents’ behalf. As mentioned above – I believe either yourself or Cllr Eardley have reported this to National Highways and we await an update.
 
· National Highways update (culvert near Powey Lane) – 28/10/24: “We haven’t forgot about this location but were just trying to confirm how this was going to be funded.  This has now been confirmed and we are just waiting to check availability for the contractor to attend site and undertake the works. We need to produce a Preconstruction Information Pack, which involves consulting our environmental team, prior to undertaking the work to ensure there are no environmental constraints and once we have this in place we will be in a position to commence the works. We need to ensure that we have agreements in place with the appropriate landowners, in order to access for the clearance and were wondering if one of the attendees at the August meeting, would have the appropriate contacts? Finally, this watercourse looks like it is a Local Authority watercourse, so might need to speak to someone from your Flooding Team, to see if any permits are required ahead of undertaking the clearance work.” I have since seen some further correspondence around moving forward permits and payments for so this looks to continue to develop positively from what I can see.
· Powey Lane culvert (not the National Highways one). Report query: Grid/Drain: Blocked - Culvert blocked and not draining / operating as it should. See also report CE640187834 (damaged railings) - this is separate to it though. The culvert here is not flowing. A resident has been into the ditch and identified that the pipe on the left of the first image (which is submerged in water and not visible) is blocked and requires clearing. Please can this be actioned. I also attach an historic image which shows the presence of the 2x pipes in case this is in doubt. Response from officer on 31/10/24: “Following receipt of your enquiry a works instruction was issued for the culvert to be cleared however the enquiry was assigned the incorrect closure code which resulted in you not receiving a prompt response.” 
· Powey Lane – safety fencing near above culvert. Report query: “Damaged street furniture: Street Furn. - Repair - Exposure of the hedging here has revealed the metal posts which are a safety feature where this culvert is have fallen into disrepair and is hazardous. Various items of metal are also sticking out of the ground. A repair is needed. This is a narrow section of the road and well used by cyclists / horse riders and could present a danger.” Response from officer on 31/10/24: “I refer to your enquiry concerning the above, firstly please accept my apologies for not providing you with a response to this sooner. Unfortunately, I have not yet inspected the defective fencing however I have made arrangements to visit the location next week and following this will provide you with an update.”  I await a further update from him as I assume the site visit has now taken place.
	 SE
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	Update from Urenco
NF informed the meeting that there would be a 3 billion pound investment in the site over the next few years, but said there was a skills shortage in the sector. However they now had Case Workers on all the projects and had engaged with CWaC over Planning. He went onto say that it was a good time for Urenco and the Village. Traffic Management was in progress to ensure that there would be no increase in traffic in the village. NI has hit Urenco hard with a 1.5 to 2 Million increase in costs.
Regarding the Sports Field access, Sport England had said no to the proposed plans but we will be going back to them and will be asking the council for a letter of support for the project. (Council agreed) The field is being drained and the pond reinstated. The proposed Playground will be open to the school and the village.

	NF
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	Update on the Ditches and Culverts
There is a collapsed culvert by Penfold on Capenhurst Lane, and a bigger pipe is needed to cope with the amount of water .The water comes off properties and drains into a pipe down the middle of the road. MF says that it needs to go back to United Utilities as it is their problem despite them saying it isn’t. CF to liaise with MH.
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	Britain in Bloom Update
CF informed the Council that the two villages had both received Gold Awards in the Small Village Category. She is asking for volunteers to help plant the trees in the new notice board area. CF to get quotes for the trees to be planted. These would be behind the blocks and hellebores and bulbs to be planted as well. CF to get 3 quotes.
	CF
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	Members of the Public Speaking time
Picnic Benches – a resident complained that these had appeared overnight with no consultation. It was explained that the land belonged to Urenco and that they were not in their proper places and would be moved. They had only been put where they were due to the waterlogged green. It was proposed to review in six months after they had been moved to see how they are being used. 
PC thanked the council for the poppies but said more are needed especially past Penfold, he offered to help put them up. TR explained that numbers were limited and over time she hoped that they would be able to get enough for the village. 
Internet/Website/Facebook
The new website was all good and a lot easier to use, all councillor emails addresses were considered to be a lot better, but a request to include PDFs and Word Documents was made.
Events
Christmas Event – to be held on 8th December at 5.00 on the village green, There would be a sponsor a Bauble again this year with proceeds going to the Hospice of the Good Shepherd. The Primary School is involved and the Pre-school also want to be involved. There will be refreshments, lights and Carols. The expenditure for this was approved with an agreed budget.
Pumpkin Carving – 16 families attended, all dressed up and drinks and sweets were given to the attendees. TR thanked the helpers and also Urenco who contributed the sweets. She also thanked Jamie ‘Pumpkin Freak’ Jones who opened up his garage and showed everyone the fantastic pumpkins he had carved.
.
	All
TR
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	Planning
There have been no new planning applications but the council are still not hearing about enforcements, the ones we have heard about we are told that they can carry on, makes a mockery of the rules.
All pavements are overgrown and this has been reported.
	AC
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	Finance

Capenhurst & Ledsham Parish Council

12th November 2024

RFO report  

Our present bank balance stands at £9,615.89.  £1148.92, £138.91 and £2,276.05 (a total of £3,563.88) of that remains ring fenced for specified projects.     I have set up a third reserve account as the committee wished to keep the Britain in Bloom fund separate to the other village events funds.

                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                          Income since our last meeting:

· none (we are awaiting monies promised for the village events)

Expenditure as agreed at our last meeting:

· £199 + VAT for the set up for the scribe package

· £29 + VAT x 2 months for the running of the scribe package (I have set up a DD through GoCardless for these payments as per the authority given in the last meeting and at this moment there are two payments outstanding which will be coming out on Friday)

· £60.72 x 2 months which is also taken via the GoCardless system for the website

Regular Payments, as agreed at the AGM:

· £60 Payroll half yearly payroll fees awaiting payment

· £169 x 3 with another payment pending for wages

Expenditure requiring agreement:

· £24 for additional keys to the noticeboards (still hasn’t been paid out)

Expenditure not requiring agreement:

· £30 stationery (still not taken as yet)

· Whilst not requiring agreement in the interest of transparency I would like to request a payment of £173.37 to myself for toner.  I have just purchased four toner cartridges and am asking that the council pay for one of these in acknowledgement of the amount of printing I undertake.

I have been using the accounting package properly for a month now (previous to that I was spending time inputting all our data for the last couple of years)  There are a few little improvements I would like to see and have suggested but I am happy with the package and it is already saving time when working on the finances.  

Please request to see the full accounts should you need to at any time.

I would like to propose that this report is accepted by councillors.
There are Reserve accounts for Britain in Bloom, Events and Plans.
Agreement was asked for payment of a Toner Cartridge for TF s printer at a cost of £170, proposed by TR and seconded by AC all present agreed. 
The Budget to be set at the next meeting, all budget items to TF asap please.

	TF
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	Pear Tree and Wild flowers
TF explained about the Pear Tree due to it being in a conservation area, it is technically covered by a Tree Preservation Order (TPO) due to this but people may not be aware of that. It is protected but not on the register. It had been agreed previously that a plaque would be put on it, TR to do this. If major pruning needs to be done then planning permission would need to be sought. There are two volunteers who look after the tree and check it regularly for minor prunes.
Wild flowers – CWaC did come out to cut the areas but it was too wet for them to do.
	All
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	Training – It was agreed that TR would do the training and cascade down to the other councillors.
	All
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	Members speaking time
No one had anything further

	

	
	Meeting closed at 20.22 pm

	


Minutes Approved ………………………………………….
Date of Meeting…………………………………………….
